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Martinez Elementary STEAMs ahead with new focus 
 
Students and staff at Billie Martinez Elementary School are STEAMing ahead with a new focus that 
will provide in depth and project-based learning in the areas of Science, Technology, Engineering, 
Arts and Math. 
 
In August, 26 Martinez teachers worked to design STEAM units of study for students in all grades. On 
Tuesday, October 4, the school kicked off its first full year of STEAM focus. Projects ranged from 
kindergarten students learning about force and motion by constructing machines from trash, second 
graders learning about farming from an area grower, third graders teaming with the Poudre Learning 
Center to kick off a month-long study of animals and plant interactions with the environment, fourth 
graders studying alternative energy and fifth graders getting a chemistry lesson from University of 
Northern Colorado students. 
 
Martinez began its journey to become a STEAM school more than a year ago. This past summer, a 
number of teachers attended a conference to learn more about curriculum and make connections with 
others engaged in this focus.  
 
Teachers secured a $2,900 grant to build horticulture gardens at Martinez. Another teacher won 30 
robots to use for a future STEAM project. And, in the next few weeks, each student in fourth and fifth 
grade will receive a computer to use to participate in a collaborative project with classrooms in 
England and Ireland. This was made possible through the JDO Foundation in Denver, who hosts a 
Global Community Project. 
 
“This has really been a staff-driven initiative at Martinez, and we are proud of all the work they are 
doing to truly engage students in their learning,” said Superintendent Dr. Deirdre Pilch. “I do believe 
this is going to make a difference in helping teachers to personalize learning for students at Martinez. 
It’s exciting for the students and the staff.” 
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